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FroM THE PRESIDENT....

Youwill read much about scoring and courserating
in this month’s newdletter. Two USGA Course Rating
Seminarswill beheldin Missouri thisyear, onein Jefferson
City on March 30 sponsored by Missouri Golf Assn. and
oneinKansas City on March 29 sponsored by Kansas City
Golf Association. | would liketo encourageyouto consider
this volunteer effort to rate golf courses for women
throughout the state. We have some wonderful course
ratersbut areawaysin need of moreandin morelocations
around the state. We especially need ratersin southeast
Missouri and northwest Missouri. Get somefriendstogether
and attend one of these seminars. Beth Parmley, MWGA's
Course Rating Director will welcomeyou with open arms.
Gotoour websiteand click onthelink for on-lineregidration
to the seminar in Jefferson City. Contact the KCGA for
theseminar inKC.

Oneof the most important functionsof the USGA
Handicap System is the accurate and timely posting of
scores. Thishandicap system levelstheplayingfield for all
of us. Golf isanindividual sport, golfer against the course.
But weadll liketo competeand if used correctly the handicap
systemworks. The posting requirements set by the USGA
isasfollows: if you've completed lessthan 7 holes you
can’t post the score; if you' ve completed 7-12 holesyou
must post the ESC (Equitable Stroke Control) scoreasa9-
holescore; if you' ve completed 13-18 holesyou must post
the ESC score asan 18 hole score. Both match and stroke
play scores must be posted. Inamatch play situation the
individua holescore should betheoneyoumost likely would
have made, not the maximum ESC scorefor the hole.

Please post all scores and monitor those at your
clubto maintain theintegrity of the USGA handicap system.

I would encourage all of you to log on to
WWW.mowomensga.ordg to obtain information about your
association. Wewill continueto communicate with you by
mail but the most current information about our association
can be found on our website. Inaddition, if youwishto
receiveinformation viae-mail send your e-mail addressto
Carel Reynolds, MWGA Executive Secretary at
MWGAEXECSEC@aol.com.

See you at the Senior.
Carol Amling, President
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2006 MW GA CaLENDAR OF EVENTS

MWGA SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP *
May 15, 16, 17, 2006
Perssimmon Woods Golf Club, Weldon Spring, MO

MWGA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP *

June 7, 8, 9, 2006
A. L. Gustin Golf Course, Columbia, MO

MWGAAMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP *
July 9, 10, 11, 12, 2006
The Club at Porto Cima, Lake Ozark, MO

FORE STATETEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
August 12 -14, 2006
Tulsa Country Club, Tulsa, OK

MWGA TWO LADY SCRAMBLE
September 18, 19, 20, 2006
Old Kinderhook Country Club, Camdenton, MO

(See page 2 for 2007 tournament schedule)
* = Entry Form Enclosed

How ARE CoURSE RATING AND
S orPE RATING DETERMINED AND
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO YoOU?

Courserating and sloperating are cal culated for acourse
onthebasisof avisittothecourseby aUSGA rating team.
Based on the information gleaned during the visit(s), the
courserating and course slope will be calculated, certified
by the appropriate overseeing golf associationsand given
to the club, which then posts the ratings on its scorecard
and elsawhere. Courserating used to be based amost solely
on length. (Thelonger the course, the higher therating.)
Distance and obstacles now come into play. Therating
teamwill go over the coursewith an eyeto how both scratch
golfers and bogey golferswill play it. A female scratch
golfer is defined by the USGA as a golfer who hits her
drives 210 yardsand can reach a400-yard holeintwo (and,
of course, playsto scratch).

A bogey female golfer isdefined by the USGA as
agolfer with ahandicapindex of 21.5t0 26.4, who hitsher
drives 150 yards and can reach a280-yard holein two.

(continued on page 2) ) )
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/M W GA SCHOLARSHIPS

MWGA offersscholarshipsto graduating seniorsfrom Missouri or Johnson County, Kansas. Applicationscan be
downloaded from our websitewww.mowomensga.org. All scholarship applications must bereceived by Friday, June 2,
2006. If you know any senior girlsthat may beinterested, encouragethemto apply. If you have any questions concerning
thisscholarship. call Peggy Nail, MWGA Scholarship Director, at (913)631-6012 after April 15, 2006.

\

CoursE AND SLOPE RATING. ... .(continued)

So, for instance, on a400-yard hole, theteam will
go 150 yardsdown thefairway to analyzethelanding area
for abogey golfer; and 210 yardsdownthefairway toandyze
thelanding areafor ascratch golfer. What obstacleswere
encountered along theway?What isthe state of thefairway
at each spot for each golfer?What angleisleft tothegreen?
How far isthe approach shot for each? What isthe height
and reach of trees? And so on. Taking into account length
and obstacles, and experience gleaned from playing the
course, therating teamwill evaluatethe overal difficulty of
the course under normal playing conditionsand issuethe
cour serating for scratch golfers.

Likewise, they will issuethebogey rating for bogey
golfers. The bogey rating isthen used to calculate slope,
which, remember, is a number representing the relative
difficulty of acoursefor bogey golferscompared to scratch
golfers. Thecal culation that determinesdopeisthis: bogey
courserating minus USGA courserating x 4.24 for women.

The“effective playing length” and “ obstacle stroke
vaue’ arethedetermining factorsin courserating and bogey
rating. Effective playinglengthisexactly that - not theactua
yardage on aholeor ashot, but how it actually plays.

Isthere adownslope that will add yards? An upslope?ls
the course at altitude, which will produce more length?
What'sthe height of the fairway grass, which will affect
roll?Arethereforced lay-ups?

Obstacle strokevalueisanumerical rating of the

difficulty presented by obstacleson the course. Thecourse
israted in 10 categories: topography; easy or difficulty of
hitting thefairway; probability of hitting the greenfromthe
fairway landing areg; difficulty of bunkersand probability
of hitting into them; probability of hitting out of bounds; how
much water will comeinto play; how treesaffect play; speed
and contouring of the greens; and the psychol ogical effect
of al thesethings.
Therating teamwill look at al thesethingsfor both scratch
golfersand bogey golfers, and from every set of tees. And
thenfollow the USGA'sfour formulas (male scratch golfer,
femal e scratch golfer, male bogey golfer, female bogey
golfer), someadding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing,
and produceitsnumbers- detailed factorsto consider before
astate, regiona or local golf association providescertified
ratings to aclub. Thereislittle guesswork involved; the
processisobjective and complete, with rating calibration
seminarsheld around the country onaregular basis.

From THE RuULES DIRECTOR

The USGA has this year allowed committees, by local rule, to alow distance-measuring devices in

tournaments...(Decision 14-3/0.5) The MWGA Board will discussthisissueat our board meeting inApril and decideif
wewill allow them in our tournamentsthisyear. If you are considering apurchase, the ONLY allowable devi\ces, if
allowed, will bethosethat measure distance only. If the device measureswind or gradient, i.e. lopeor elevation, it will
not be allowed. Penalty for breach of thislocal ruleisdisqualification.

Cissy LeGear, Rules Dierctor

2007 MW GA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MWGA SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
May 21-23- Point Royale Country Club, Branson, MO
MWGA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
June6-8-A.L.Gustin Golf Course, Columbia, MO
MWGA AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP
July 9-12 - M eadowbr ook Country Club, Ballwin, MO

Virginia Sapp in memory of Jeanne Hanks MWGA TWO LADY SCRAMBLE
USGA Publinx Sept. 16-18 - Winter stone Golf Cour se, Independence, MO
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MWGEA DoNATIONS

We would like to thank the following g
organizations and individuals for their DUl
contributions to the Missouri Women's Golf
Education Association, Inc. '

We appreciate their thoughtfulness.

Ladies at Twin Pines Country Club
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/MORE FroMm THE RULES DIRECTOR \

Hereisarevised rulewhen playing under thelost ball rule...revised decision: 27-1/2: A player playshis2nd shot,
searchesfor hisball and then goesback and drops another ball under rule 27-1. Before she playsthe dropped ball, and
withinthe’ 5 minute search period, theoriginal ball isfound: the player isrequired to continueplay with the substituted
ball since she proceeded under an applicablerule.

Beforethisyear, the player could abandon the dropped ball if she had not made astrokeat it. Now, assoon asshe
dropsaball and isproceeding under rule 27-1, it becomestheball in play.

Also note: When announcing a provisional ball, player must announce sheisplaying aprovisional. Stating
thingslike*that might be out of here, or that might belost, | am going to re-load, or I’ d better hit another one” do not
satisfy therequirement of announcing aprovisional ball.

Cissy LeGear, Rules Director

MWGA ... MemBERSIN THE NEwS!

Former Mt. Vernon High School standout and Drury Women'’s Golf Team member, TonyaChoateishaving a
great year! Fighting swirling winds up to 40 miles per hour, Tonyascored 82-71-77-82 to tiefor 12th placewith Carol
Semple Thompson at the South Atlantic LadiesAmateur (Sally) in January at Oceanside Country Clubin Ormond Beach,
Fla. Two time Curtis Cup team member and former U.S. Mid Amateur Champion, VirginiaDerby Grimeswasableto
grind out thevictory against astellar field. ChelseaSchriewer of the University of Missouri Golf Team placed 16thinthe
competition. How fortunate we are to have these two great players competing so well from our state. It lookslikethe
2006 Missouri Women'sAmateur will beexciting!

Karen Johnson, MWGA Publicity Directy
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